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these nine works shine as nine gems. He preached
against the Mayavada ofSankara. Accompanied
by 74 of his disciples he set out on a campaign of
conquest for his Siddhanta.Thousands of people
became his disciples. At the age of 79 he had to
leave Srirangam because a staunch Saivite Chola
king, Kulothunga, wanted to harm him.

Ramanuja went to Mysore where he converted
the Hoysala king" Vithaladeva from Jainism to
Vaishnavaism. At his behest the king built a
temple at Melkotai called Thirunarayanapuram.
At the age of 103 Sri Ramanuja returned to Sri
Rangam and carried on the preaching of
Visishtadvaita. At the ripe age of 120 in 1137 Sri
Ramanuja attained the lotus feet of Narayana.
His other names are Emberumanar,
Bhashyakarar, Udaiyavar, Ponnady,  Sri
Ramanuja was responsible for converting several
kings and their subjects in South India from
Jainism to Vaishnavaism.

Sri Vedanta Desikan has composed in
Sanskrit Yatiraja Saptati in praise of Sri
Ramanuja. Manavalamamimi has composed
Yatiraja Vimsati in Sanskrit and Aarti Pra-
bandam in Tamil. Thiruvaranga Amudanar
has compoed Ramanuja Nootru Antadi in
Tamil.

Revered Sir, I am thrilled to hear the account of Sri
Ramanuja. When and where did Madhava chariar
live? Kindly tell me about him also.

VASUDEVA was born at Udipi in Karnataka in
1238 A.D. He learnt Vedas and Sastras and got
Sannyasa from Achuta Preksha. He was after-
wards called Aananda Theertha and also